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MAPLEWOOD PAVES THE ROAD TO IVY LEAGUE SUCCESS

Hong Kong, May 15, 2006 – “The results are in from one of the most competitive years of applying to top US colleges and universities,” remarked George Wong, Education Consultant at Maplewood Education Services, a college counseling service based in Hong Kong. “Top US universities have admitted as few as 10% or less of their applicants this year. With our help and advice, our students have been successfully admitted to top schools including Princeton University, U of Pennsylvania, Cornell University in the Ivy League, and top national universities Washington University in St. Louis, Northwestern University, Johns Hopkins University, University of Chicago, U of California - Berkeley, Carnegie Mellon University[image: image1.png]


, U of Virginia, U of Michigan - Ann Arbor[image: image2.png]


, and many others.” (See Table 1 for list of top 50 US universities that have admitted Maplewood students in 2006.)

	
	USNews National Universities: Top Schools Ranking 2006
	USNews Top Public National Universities Ranking 2006

	Princeton U
	1
	

	U of Pennsylvania
	4
	

	Washington U in St Louis
	11
	

	Northwestern U
	12
	

	Cornell U
	13
	

	Johns Hopkins U
	13
	

	U of Chicago
	15
	

	UC Berkeley
	20
	1

	Carnegie Mellon U
	22
	

	U of Virginia
	23
	2

	U of Michigan – Ann Arbor
	25
	3

	Tufts U
	27
	

	USC
	30
	

	UC San Diego
	32
	7

	U of Rochester
	34
	

	U of Wisconsin - Madison
	34
	8

	NYU

	37
	

	U of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign
	42
	11

	U of Washington
	45
	12


Table 1: List of top 50 US universities that have admitted Maplewood students in 2006

Secrets to Success

Every year, over 20,000 students from Hong Kong go abroad to the US and other countries for higher education. Why are parents willing to pay expensive tuition fees for their children’s education, and what do they expect out of a college education in the US - by far the most popular destination? Parents select the US for different reasons. Some believe in the benefits of a US liberal studies education and its relevance to our globalized economy that places a demand for broad-based knowledge, good communication and independent problem solving skills. Others are simply disillusioned with the education system in Hong Kong that is constantly in flux. However, all want to get the best return on their investment by helping their children get into the best possible schools.  “To get into the top US schools, one important strategy for students is to showcase strong personal aptitudes besides high academic achievement and select the best possible college or university that matches the student’s academic interests, abilities, and career aspiration,” said David Lai, Education Consultant at Maplewood Education Services. “We assess students for college success from multiple perspectives including maturity, academics, leadership, motivation, creativity, and so on – what we call the Maplewood Success FactorsTM – and explain to them how they will be evaluated by admissions officers.” (See Table 2 for The Maplewood Success FactorsTM in US university applications.)

“Our services have proved valuable to our students and parents in three major areas – 1) guidance through the complex application process, 2) selection of the right schools to apply to, and 3) improvement on the personal essays students write to present their distinct qualities. We help them save time, and reduce their stress and anxiety in the whole process. The goal is to improve the chance of admission to the best possible schools, and this year we are proud to have achieved this goal for all of our students,” added David. 
	The Maplewood Success FactorsTM are a set of personal qualities which admission officers at the top US colleges and universities would look for in successful applicants

	Maturity - intellectual and emotional

	Academic ability and achievement

	Poise, self-confidence, purposefulness

	Leadership and team play

	Enthusiasm, energy, motivation and curiosity

	Work ethic, integrity and professionalism

	Originality and creativity

	Open-mindedness with critical thinking

	Diversity, concern for others, sensitivity to the outside world


Table 2: The Maplewood Success FactorsTM in US university applications

More Success Stories

Maplewood has also been recommending students to apply to schools that award merit scholarships to international students. This year, Maplewood students have successfully applied to and received scholarships from University of Rochester and University of Massachusetts - Amherst. According to Perry Yu, Education Consultant at Maplewood Education Services, one of his advisees has won in April the prestigious Freeman Asian Scholarship that provides for full four-year expenses at top liberal arts college Wesleyan University. 
With multiple admissions in hand, the task facing many Maplewood students will be to decide on which college or university to attend. “As the next few years will be one of the most memorable years for any one of our students, we also provide counseling to our students even after they have received admission offers. We discuss with them the critical factors – personal, academic, geographic – for their decision, and help them transit from high school and prepare to gain the most out of college in the coming fall,” explained George Wong. 
Client Testimony

Maplewood’s students come from both local schools and international schools in Hong Kong. A number of students also attend high schools in Canada, the UK, and the US. The experience of Maplewood’s clients is perhaps best summarized by the testimony of the parent of Gerard Ng, a Hong Kong student who successfully identified and applied to the top-ranked undergraduate hospitality business program at the Michigan State University in 2005 under Maplewood’s auspices.  “Just within a couple of meetings with Maplewood's dedicated team, we grasped a vivid picture about the US education system, confirmed Gerard's interested subjects, the universities that he might apply to and the approach to tackle the tedious application process. [Maplewood’s] close supervision and counseling were essential ingredients to making our life much easier than expected.  I felt much relaxed when Gerard established a close dialogue with George on the application and David on editing of the essays.  I must admit that the Maplewood team had turned a panic process into a very fruitful one.  Gerard is now enjoying his college life at the Michigan State University,” recalled Gerard’s mother Teresa Ng.

New Services

In 2006, Maplewood Education is expanding its US Boarding School Counseling Services. Many students in their lower secondary forms in Hong Kong also aspire for top boarding school studies in the US to gain an early exposure to US life and prepare themselves for college in the US. “This year, we have had success in counseling our students to get into top boarding schools including the Concord Academy and the Philips Exeter Academy. We would certainly like to enhance our services in this area,” elaborated George Wong on their boarding school counseling services. 

Another program that Maplewood Education will expand in 2006 is MBA Application Counseling. According to Perry Yu, Maplewood will partner with The MBA Exchange®, a leading US-based resource for applicants to the world's best MBA programs. This alliance will enable Maplewood to better serve those in Hong Kong and the South China region who want to gain the intellectual, emotional and economic benefits of a top-quality, full-time MBA education in the USA or Europe. More details will be available soon.

For more information on Maplewood Education Services and its service offerings, please visit www.maplewood-edu.com, or contact Perry Yu, Education Consultant and Director, at +852 9109 1750 or pyu@maplewood-edu.com. 


About Maplewood Education Services 

Maplewood Education Services is an independent education counseling service in Hong Kong which specializes in higher education in the USA. Founded in August 2004, Maplewood offers a comprehensive range of services to students and parents on US college planning, college selection, test preparation, essay review, and interview advice throughout the entire application process. More than an education consultancy, Maplewood organizes community and educational programs for the youth including peer tutoring, student essay contests, sponsors young audience at the Hong Kong Arts Festival, and stages outreach programs at local schools to encourage young students to expand their higher education options. In 2006, Maplewood is expanding its consulting services in US boarding school and top MBA program applications.

-END-
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