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Maplewood Students Savor Success on the College Road

Hong Kong, June 1, 2007 – "It’s finally over, with the latest college transfer result having just come in at the end of May,” noted George Wong with a sigh of relief. George, an Education Consultant at Maplewood Education Services, a college counseling service based in Hong Kong, has been busily counseling students and parents in their applications to US colleges, boarding schools, and college transfers for the past year.  “ The results have been very satisfactory for our students in one of the most competitive years of applying to top US colleges and universities," added George.  “Our students have worked hard and fully grasped the keys to success in their applications to gain admissions to top Ivy League schools, Stanford, MIT, and many other schools in the top ranks that best match their academic goals, abilities, and career interests.”  (See Table 1 for list of top 50 US universities that have admitted Maplewood students in 2007.)

	Name of College or University 
(no. of Maplewood students admitted in 2007)
	Ranking in 2007
(National Universities: Top Schools, USNews)
	Ranking in 2007
(Top Public National Universities, USNews)*

	Princeton (1)
	1
	

	Harvard (1)
	2
	

	Yale (1)
	3
	

	Stanford (1)
	4
	

	MIT (1)
	4
	

	Duke (4)
	8
	

	Chicago (1)
	9
	

	Cornell (2)
	12
	

	Washington U St Louis (1)
	12
	

	Northwestern (5)
	14
	

	Brown (1)
	15
	

	Rice (1)
	17
	

	Emory (1) 
	18
	

	Carnegie Mellon (5)
	21
	

	UC Berkeley (1)
	21
	1

	Georgetown (1) 
	23
	

	U of Michigan – Ann Arbor (6)
	24
	2

	U of Virginia (2)
	24
	2

	UCLA (2)
	26
	4

	USC (4)
	27
	

	Tufts (1)
	27
	

	U of Wisconsin – Madison (6)
	34
	7

	Boston College (1)
	34
	

	NYU (2)

	34
	

	UC San Diego (2)
	38
	8

	U of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign (5)
	41
	10

	U of Washington (1)
	42
	11

	U of Texas – Austin (1)
	47
	13


Table 1: List of top 50 US universities that Maplewood students have successfully gained admissions in 2007

(* Subscription required to view full listing of ranking.)

New trends in 2007

Record numbers of students have applied to record number of schools this year, especially to the more selective colleges.  Except for Yale, all the Ivy League schools, Stanford, and MIT had a surge in the number of applications and lower admission rates compared with 2006.  

The Wall Street Journal reported on May 16, 2007 that with record applications flooding in, and students applying to more number of schools, admissions officers had anticipated more overlaps so they had been more conservative in their yield forecasts.  (Yield is the percentage of students accepting an admission offer.) They gave out less offers and put more students on the wait list, knowing that they could then fill in any enrollment shortfall from the anxious waiting crop.

The admission results this year seemed ever more unpredictable to students, teachers, and parents. Many exceptional students, not just good students, had been rejected in the early admission round or simply left on the wait list by so many schools.  “In 2008, we expect this trend of schools accepting fewer students initially and placing more students on wait list to continue, as the college-bound student population continues its rise, and as more schools accept the use of the Common Application that makes it possible for students to apply to many colleges in one single application,” predicted Perry Yu, Education Consultant and Director at Maplewood Education Services.
Secrets to success

Broaden your options. “As always, most of our students have placed their initial focus on a small number of the so-called elite colleges and the rankings,” George summarized his experience this year. “Our counseling aims at expanding their options by introducing schools that provide top-quality college education matching their aspirations and abilities, that the students will find attractive places to invest their next four years of life, that because they might not be ‘household’ names and fewer students are applying, the chances might actually stand higher. The more the students researched into these schools, the more they liked about them andwere ready to answer convincingly the typical essay question: Tell me why you want to study at our school.  Adopting this strategy, Maplewood students have successfully gained admissions to the likes of Rice, Emory, Carnegie Mellon, Georgetown, and the University of Virginia, all among the top ranks on the list.”

Plan early, act soon, like now. “Students who have prepared for the college application process early– discuss college plans with family, teachers, counselors, register for standardized tests, research on schools, work on personal profiles – will be more relaxed and find their college application a self-discovery and learning process that is actually enjoyable and that leads to desirable and more predictable results,” suggested Perry on another tip for success. 

Perry cited two success stories. One of Maplewood’s students did good research into the academic programs of different schools early. When it came to the early admission round, he forsook the crowd’s preference for restrictive early admission applications to Stanford or other top Ivy Leagues. Instead, he opted for Duke, a best-match school he had identified. He was admitted in mid-December, and had a true Christmas break while many of his pals, unsuccessful with their early admission round at the overly competitive schools, labored on their applications to meet the January 1 deadline.

Another Maplewood student planned well ahead and had applied successfully to her best-match schools Boston College, Chicago, Georgetown and Michigan through non-restrictive early action and rolling admission by mid-December. She then focused on her reach schools, finishing off a confident round of regular decision application with her acceptance by MIT and other top schools.

Persevere. In a year of extensive wait list results, many students were naturally frustrated with their efforts when wait-list admission results came back in March and April. Perry had advised his students, "Be persevering. Tell the schools who put you on their wait lists that you are seriously interested in them. Impress them with your knowledge about them to get to the top of the list. Be truthful and positive, but without being pushy by calling their office every other day.”  Indeed, many of Maplewood’s students got their smiles back by mid-May when they were lifted off the wait list at schools including Duke, Northwestern, and Michigan, their goals of entering their match and reach schools fulfilled.  Another student demonstrated his stamina and prowess even after he entered his freshman year at Cornell as he applied successfully for transfer to his first-choice Wharton School at U Penn, despite having been rejected by U Penn a year earlier.
Maplewood Success FactorsTM  “By and large, all our students have been successful in their college applications this year on their own merits,” reflected David Lai, Education Consultant at Maplewood Education Services. “They have all presented their distinct personal qualities as best as they could in their applications following our Maplewood Success FactorsTM framework.” (See Table 2 for The Maplewood Success FactorsTM in US university applications.)

	The Maplewood Success FactorsTM are a set of personal qualities which admission officers at the top US colleges and universities would look for in successful applicants

	Maturity - intellectual and emotional

	Academic ability and achievement

	Poise, self-confidence, purposefulness

	Leadership and team play

	Enthusiasm, energy, motivation and curiosity

	Work ethic, integrity and professionalism

	Originality and creativity

	Open-mindedness with critical thinking

	Diversity, concern for others, sensitivity to the outside world



Table 2: The Maplewood Success FactorsTM in US university applications

Maplewood Services

After yet another productive year, Maplewood Education Services will continue in 2007-08 to focus on supporting students and parents in applying to US colleges, boarding schools, MBA programs, and providing workshops in SAT, essays and interviews to improve on the applications.

“Maplewood services have proved valuable to our students and parents in three major areas – 1) guidance through the complex application process, 2) selection of the right schools to apply to, and 3) improvement on the personal essays students write to present their distinct qualities. We help them save time, and reduce their stress and anxiety in the whole process. The goal is to improve the chance of admission to the best possible schools. This year we are proud to have achieved this goal for all of our students,” added David. 

For more information on Maplewood Education Services and its service offerings, please visit www.maplewood-edu.com, or contact Perry Yu, Education Consultant and Director, at +852 9109 1750 or pyu@maplewood-edu.com. 

About Maplewood Education Services 

Maplewood Education Services is an independent education counseling service in Hong Kong which specializes in higher education in the USA. Founded in August 2004, Maplewood offers a comprehensive range of services to students and parents on US college planning, college selection, test preparation, essay review, and interview advice throughout the entire application process. More than an education consultancy, Maplewood organizes community and educational programs for the youth including Chinglin peer tutoring, student essay contests, sponsors young audience at the Hong Kong Arts Festival, and stages outreach programs at local schools to encourage young students to expand their higher education options. Since 2006, Maplewood has expanded its consulting services in US boarding school and top MBA program applications.
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